
Exploring Connections to ESS 

MAX IV through the Everyday 

Lives of Skåne’s Youth
Raakesha Francis, MA, Applied Cultural Analysis, Lund University

Karen Yip, MA, Applied Cultural Analysis, Lund University

Jacob Stenberg, Ph.D-student, Department of Strategic Communication, Lund University



Overview



Overview

 What does Skåne’s younger population think and 

feel about Skåne as a Science Region? How do 

they perceive science? And how can we make 

this into an innovation region for youth?

 Aim: To engage youth, find connection points 

between ESS/MAX IV and youth and ultimately 

foster a sense of belonging within this future 

region.

 “Society for Science – Science for Society” 



Cultural Analysis

 Cultural analysis is grounded 

in ethnographic research 

methods and refined 

through incorporating 

various tools at its disposal 

such as social and cultural 

theories to produce a level 

of understanding that goes 

beyond the practices of the 

everyday to uncover 

deeper mechanism behind 

decision making, reasoning 

and understanding.



Methods:
Visual Ethnography

 Allowed students to creatively 
express their understandings of 
science, while reflecting on 
their own definitions of it.

 Youth became co-researchers.

 The photograph’s are 
reflections of the students.

 Images are visualizations into 
what youth are thinking and 
allows viewers to see science 
through their perspectives.



Methods:

Interviews
 Group and individual interviews 

were held with students at each 
school.

 We wanted to uncover the 
thoughts and intentions behind 
each of the participant’s 
photographs.

 Interviews were semi-structured.

 Questions asked include: What is 
your definition of science? Why 
did you take these photos? How 
does your picture relate to 
science?

 Group interviews provided a 
space for discussion between 
youth. 



Findings



Issues of Ambiguity

“Science is everything.” – Emma, 8

“Most things have a scientific reason, it’s just 
hard when you think about it.” – Linnea, 12

 The very nature that makes the field wide 
open and all inclusive can lead to an 
ambiguity that can halt interest or close off 
curiosity leading one to be disengaged. 

 Connections need to be made between ESS 
MAX IV and what young people actually 
know and understand about science.

 Lack of interest or definite knowledge may 
be useful for regional planners and not seen 
as a negative.



Imagination

“It’s not like, cheery” – Christina, 14

 We have the ability to relive lives of doctors, 
exposed to the corporate world or are 
introduced to the latest medical 
breakthrough through the media. 

 Through different forms of exposure, the 
imagination has a rich bank of experiences 
to work on in the formulation of new 
possibilities. 

 “[N]o longer mere fantasy…no longer simple 
escape.” (Appadurai, 1996, 31) Imagination is 
a staging ground for action (Appadurai, 
1996). 



Understanding & 

Interest Shaped by 

their Everyday Lives

 Common interests, themes, and topics arose out 
of the collection of photographs

 The aspects of science that particularly 
interested the youth were related to issues that 
concerned them, had importance, and were 
relevant to their lives. 

 The term habitus is used by Pierre Bourdieu 
(1977) to explain how environments and the 
social conditions within them produce one’s 
habitus or dispositions. 

 “Funds of knowledge” is one’s disposition and 
reaction to a situation based on what they have 
learnt to value (Basu & Barton, 2007).

 A student develops their knowledge in science 
through what they are taught and what they 
absorb through their everyday experiences and 
encounters and therefore impacts what and 
how they perceive of science. 



Conclusion
Our aim was to examine youth’s perception of science, in search of ways to 
bridge a connection between these facilities and the younger population by 
engaging them in the processes of regional development. Connections need to 
be made between science, the work of ESS MAX IV, and topics that youth are 
concerned about in society today in order to create a sustained interest, even 
though not all young people will pursue science in further studies or as a field for 
their future careers and to facilitate feelings of belonging in a science society. 


